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SSTTEEPPHHEENN’’SS DDEEFFEENNCCEE AANNDD MMAARRTTYYRRDDOOMM
BIBLE TEXT  : Acts 6:8-15;  7:1-60.

LESSON 289 Senior Course
MEMORY VERSE: “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”
(II Timothy 3:12)

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

Acts 6:8-15 
8 And Stephen, full of faith and 
power, did great wonders and 
miracles among the people. 
9 Then there arose certain of the 
synagogue, which is called the 
synagogue of the Libertines, and 
Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and 
of them of Cilicia and of Asia, 
disputing with Stephen. 
10 And they were not able to resist 
the wisdom and the spirit by which 
he spake. 
11 Then they suborned men, which 
said, We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against 
Moses, and against God. 
12 And they stirred up the people, 
and the elders, and the scribes, 
and came upon him, and caught 
him, and brought him to the 
council, 
13 And set up false witnesses, 
which said, This man ceaseth not 
to speak blasphemous words 
against this holy place, and the 
law: 
14 For we have heard him say, that 
this Jesus of Nazareth shall 
destroy this place, and shall 
change the customs which Moses 
delivered us. 
15 And all that sat in the council, 
looking stedfastly on him, saw his 
face as it had been the face of an 
angel. 

Acts 7:1-60 
1 Then said the high priest, Are 
these things so? 
2 And he said, Men, brethren, and 
fathers, hearken; The God of glory 
appeared unto our father 
Abraham, when he was in 
Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in 

II CCaalllleedd aanndd CChhoosseenn
11.. SStteepphheenn,, ffuullll ooff ffaaiitthh aanndd tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt,, ppeerrffoorrmmeedd mmaannyy

mmiirraacclleess aanndd wwoonnddeerrss,, AAccttss 66::88;;
Acts 2:17-18 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour 
out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 

Acts 4:29-31 
29 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto 
thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy 
word, 
30 By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and 
wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus. 
31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where 
they were assembled together; and they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with 
boldness. 

Acts 8:5-8 
5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached 
Christ unto them. 
6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things 
which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which 
he did. 
7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of 
many that were possessed with them: and many taken with 
palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 
8 And there was great joy in that city. 

IIII PPeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss
11.. SStteepphheenn’’ss mmiinniissttrryy aarroouusseedd ggrreeaatt aannttaaggoonniissmm,, AAccttss 66::99--1155;;

Acts 24:5-9 
5 For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover 
of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a 
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes: 
6 Who also hath gone about to profane the temple: whom we 
took, and would have judged according to our law. 
7 But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with great 
violence took him away out of our hands, 
8 Commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by examining 
of whom thyself mayest take knowledge of all these things, 
whereof we accuse him. 
9 And the Jews also assented, saying that these things were 
so. 

Acts 25:7 
7 And when he was come, the Jews which came down from 
Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous 
complaints against Paul, which they could not prove. 

Mark 14:55-59 
55 And the chief priests and all the council sought for witness 
against Jesus to put him to death; and found none. 
56 For many bare false witness against him, but their witness 
agreed not together. 
57 And there arose certain, and bare false witness against 
him, saying, 
58 We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made 
with hands, and within three days I will build another made 
without hands. 
59 But neither so did their witness agree together. 
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Charran, 
3 And said unto him, Get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and come into the land 
which I shall shew thee. 
4 Then came he out of the land of 
the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in 
Charran: and from thence, when 
his father was dead, he removed 
him into this land, wherein ye now 
dwell. 
5 And he gave him none 
inheritance in it, no, not so much 
as to set his foot on: yet he 
promised that he would give it to 
him for a possession, and to his 
seed after him, when as yet he 
had no child. 
6 And God spake on this wise, That 
his seed should sojourn in a
strange land; and that they should 
bring them into bondage, and 
entreat them evil four hundred 
years. 
7 And the nation to whom they 
shall be in bondage will I judge, 
said God: and after that shall they 
come forth, and serve me in this 
place. 
8 And he gave him the covenant of 
circumcision: and so Abraham
begat Isaac, and circumcised him 
the eighth day; and Isaac begat
Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve 
patriarchs. 
9 And the patriarchs, moved with 
envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but 
God was with him, 
10 And delivered him out of all his 
afflictions, and gave him favour 
and wisdom in the sight of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he 
made him governor over Egypt 
and all his house. 
11 Now there came a dearth over 
all the land of Egypt and Chanaan, 
and great affliction: and our 
fathers found no sustenance. 
12 But when Jacob heard that there 
was corn in Egypt, he sent out our 
fathers first. 

IIIIII SStteepphheenn’’ss DDeeffeennccee
11.. SStteepphheenn ccoonnffuutteedd hhiiss eenneemmiieess bbyy hhiiss ddeeffeennccee ffrroomm tthhee

SSccrriippttuurree,, AAccttss 77::11--5533;;
Acts 2:14-36 

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, 
and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell 
at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my 
words: 
15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but
the third hour of the day. 
16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 
17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour 
out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 
19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the 
earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 
20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: 
21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved. 
22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders 
and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 
yourselves also know: 
23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain: 
24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of 
death: because it was not possible that he should be holden 
of it. 
25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord 
always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I 
should not be moved: 
26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; 
moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 
27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt 
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 
28 Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt 
make me full of joy with thy countenance. 
29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the 
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his 
sepulchre is with us unto this day. 
30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, 
according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne; 
31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, 
that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see 
corruption. 
32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are 
witnesses. 
33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, 
he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 
34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith 
himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand, 
35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that 
God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ. 

Acts 17:22-32 
22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye
men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too 
superstitious. 
23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an 
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13 And at the second time Joseph 
was made known to his brethren; 
and Joseph's kindred was made 
known unto Pharaoh. 
14 Then sent Joseph, and called his 
father Jacob to him, and all his 
kindred, threescore and fifteen 
souls. 
15 So Jacob went down into Egypt, 
and died, he, and our fathers, 
16 And were carried over into 
Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre 
that Abraham bought for a sum of 
money of the sons of Emmor the 
father of Sychem. 
17 But when the time of the 
promise drew nigh, which God had 
sworn to Abraham, the people 
grew and multiplied in Egypt, 
18 Till another king arose, which 
knew not Joseph. 
19 The same dealt subtilly with our 
kindred, and evil entreated our 
fathers, so that they cast out their 
young children, to the end they 
might not live. 
20 In which time Moses was born, 
and was exceeding fair, and 
nourished up in his father's house 
three months: 
21 And when he was cast out, 
Pharaoh's daughter took him up, 
and nourished him for her own 
son. 
22 And Moses was learned in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was 
mighty in words and in deeds. 
23 And when he was full forty years 
old, it came into his heart to visit 
his brethren the children of Israel. 
24 And seeing one of them suffer 
wrong, he defended him, and 
avenged him that was oppressed, 
and smote the Egyptian: 
25 For he supposed his brethren 
would have understood how that 
God by his hand would deliver 
them: but they understood not. 
26 And the next day he shewed 
himself unto them as they strove, 
and would have set them at one 

altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom 
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 
24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that 
he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands; 
25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he 
needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and 
all things; 
26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 
27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel 
after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one 
of us: 
28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as 
certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his 
offspring. 
29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought 
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or 
stone, graven by art and man's device. 
30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men every where to repent: 
31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raised him from the dead. 
32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some 
mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this 
matter. 

Acts 24:25 
25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way 
for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for 
thee. 

Acts 26:28 
28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me 
to be a Christian. 

Luke 21:12-15 
12 But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and 
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into 
prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's 
sake. 
13 And it shall turn to you for a testimony. 
14 Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before 
what ye shall answer: 
15 For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your 
adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. 

22.. SStteepphheenn,, iinn hhiiss hhoouurr ooff ttrriiaall,, wwaass eennccoouurraaggeedd aanndd ssttrreennggtthheenneedd
bbyy aa vviissiioonn ooff CChhrriisstt,, AAccttss 77::5555,, 5566;;

Revelation 1:10-16 
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me 
a great voice, as of a trumpet, 
11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, 
What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven 
churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto 
Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 
12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And 
being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 
13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto 
the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and 
girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 
14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as 
snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 
15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 
16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his 
mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance 
was as the sun shineth in his strength. 

2 Corinthians 12:1 
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again, saying, Sirs, ye are 
brethren; why do ye wrong one to 
another? 
27 But he that did his neighbour 
wrong thrust him away, saying, 
Who made thee a ruler and a 
judge over us? 
28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou 
diddest the Egyptian yesterday? 
29 Then fled Moses at this saying, 
and was a stranger in the land of 
Madian, where he begat two sons. 
30 And when forty years were 
expired, there appeared to him in 
the wilderness of mount Sina an 
angel of the Lord in a flame of fire 
in a bush. 
31 When Moses saw it, he 
wondered at the sight: and as he 
drew near to behold it, the voice 
of the Lord came unto him, 
32 Saying, I am the God of thy 
fathers, the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and 
durst not behold. 
33 Then said the Lord to him, Put 
off thy shoes from thy feet: for the 
place where thou standest is holy 
ground. 
34 I have seen, I have seen the 
affliction of my people which is in 
Egypt, and I have heard their 
groaning, and am come down to 
deliver them. And now come, I will 
send thee into Egypt. 
35 This Moses whom they refused, 
saying, Who made thee a ruler 
and a judge? the same did God 
send to be a ruler and a deliverer 
by the hand of the angel which 
appeared to him in the bush. 
36 He brought them out, after that 
he had shewed wonders and signs 
in the land of Egypt, and in the 
Red sea, and in the wilderness 
forty years. 
37 This is that Moses, which said
unto the children of Israel, A 
prophet shall the Lord your God 
raise up unto you of your 

1 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to 
visions and revelations of the Lord. 

IIVV MMaarrttyyrrddoomm
11.. HHaatteerrss ooff GGoodd kkiilllleedd SStteepphheenn iinn ssaattaanniiccaallllyy pprroovvookkeedd aannggeerr,,

AAccttss 77::5544--6600;;
Acts 12:2 

2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 
Revelation 6:9 

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the 
altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, 
and for the testimony which they held: 

Revelation 20:4 
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were 
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, 
and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in 
their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. 

Revelation 11:9 
9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and 
nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, 
and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 

Revelation 11:10 
10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, 
and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; 
because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on 
the earth. 

22.. SStteepphheenn ffoolllloowweedd hhiiss MMaasstteerr’’ss eexxaammppllee bbyy pprraayyiinngg ffoorr hhiiss
eenneemmiieess,, AAccttss 77::5599,, 6600;;

Luke 23:34 
34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 

Isaiah 53:7 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not 
his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as 
a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth. 

NOTES:
RRiigghhtteeoouuss TTeessttiimmoonnyy

BBootthh ssaaccrreedd hhiissttoorryy aanndd tthhee BBiibbllee iinnffoorrmm uuss tthhaatt ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss
aanndd bbllooooddsshheedd ccoonnttiinnuueedd ffoorr tthhee CChhuurrcchh aafftteerr tthhee ccrruucciiffiixxiioonn aanndd
rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn ooff CChhrriisstt.. TThhee ppeerrssiisstteenntt pprreeaacchhiinngg ooff tthhee ddiisscciipplleess
tthhaatt JJeessuuss wwaass tthhee CChhrriisstt ooff GGoodd ssttiirrrreedd uupp nneeww vviioolleennccee aaggaaiinnsstt
tthheemm.. SStteepphheenn,, wwhhoo hhaadd bbeeeenn cchhoosseenn aass oonnee ooff tthhee ffiirrsstt ddeeaaccoonnss
ooff tthhee CChhuurrcchh,, bbeeccaammee tthhee ffiirrsstt ccaassuuaallttyy ooff tthhee CChhuurrcchh MMiilliittaanntt..
SStteepphheenn hhaadd ppeerrffoorrmmeedd ggrreeaatt mmiirraacclleess aanndd wwoonnddeerrss aammoonngg tthhee
ppeeooppllee,, bbuutt hhiiss ssuucccceessss ccaauusseedd ssoommee JJuuddaaiizzeerrss ttoo sseeeekk hhiimm oouutt ttoo
vveenntt tthheeiirr hhaattrreedd ooff GGoodd uuppoonn hhiimm aass aa ffoolllloowweerr ooff CChhrriisstt..

UUnnaabbllee ttoo ffiinndd aannyy ffaauulltt wwiitthh SStteepphheenn,, tthheessee eenneemmiieess ooff GGoodd
ffeellll bbaacckk oonn tthhee oolldd PPhhaarriissaaiiccaall ssttrraattaaggeemm ooff ffaallssee wwiittnneesssseess aanndd
ffaallssee aaccccuussaattiioonnss.. IItt iiss oobbvviioouuss tthheeyy wweerree ooff tthhee ssaammee mmiinndd aanndd
ffeelllloowwsshhiipp aass tthhoossee iinn JJeerruussaalleemm wwhhoo hhaadd ccrruucciiffiieedd tthhee LLoorrdd,, ffoorr
tthheeyy ddiidd nnoott hheessiittaattee ttoo ffoollllooww ssuucchh aa ppaatttteerrnn tthheemmsseellvveess..

NNoott bbeeiinngg aabbllee ttoo rreessiisstt tthhee ssppiirriitt aanndd wwiissddoomm bbyy wwhhiicchh
SStteepphheenn ssppookkee,, tthhee aaccccuusseerrss ttooookk SStteepphheenn bbeeffoorree tthhee ccoouunncciill..
SStteepphheenn hhaadd ttoo ddeeffeenndd hhiimmsseellff wwiitthhoouutt tthhee aaiidd ooff ffrriieennddss oorr
ccoouunncciill,, bbuutt hhee wwaass nnoott aaccttuuaallllyy aalloonnee.. JJeessuuss,, pprriioorr ttoo HHiiss ddeeaatthh,,
hhaadd iinnssttrruucctteedd HHiiss ddiisscciipplleess rreeggaarrddiinngg tthheessee ccoommiinngg ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss
aanndd hhaadd aaddvviisseedd tthheemm wwhhaatt ttoo ddoo.. AA ppaarrtt ooff tthhoossee iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss
wwaass:: ““TThheeyy sshhaallll llaayy tthheeiirr hhaannddss oonn yyoouu,, aanndd ppeerrsseeccuuttee yyoouu,,
ddeelliivveerriinngg yyoouu uupp ttoo tthhee ssyynnaaggoogguueess,, aanndd iinnttoo pprriissoonnss,, bbeeiinngg
bbrroouugghhtt bbeeffoorree kkiinnggss aanndd rruulleerrss ffoorr mmyy nnaammee’’ss ssaakkee.. .. .. .. SSeettttllee iitt
tthheerreeffoorree iinn yyoouurr hheeaarrttss,, nnoott ttoo mmeeddiittaattee bbeeffoorree wwhhaatt yyee sshhaallll
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brethren, like unto me; him shall 
ye hear. 
38 This is he, that was in the 
church in the wilderness with the 
angel which spake to him in the 
mount Sina, and with our fathers: 
who received the lively oracles to 
give unto us: 
39 To whom our fathers would not 
obey, but thrust him from them, 
and in their hearts turned back 
again into Egypt, 
40 Saying unto Aaron, Make us 
gods to go before us: for as for
this Moses, which brought us out 
of the land of Egypt, we wot not 
what is become of him. 
41 And they made a calf in those 
days, and offered sacrifice unto 
the idol, and rejoiced in the works 
of their own hands. 
42 Then God turned, and gave 
them up to worship the host of 
heaven; as it is written in the book 
of the prophets, O ye house of 
Israel, have ye offered to me slain 
beasts and sacrifices by the space 
of forty years in the wilderness? 
43 Yea, ye took up the tabernacle 
of Moloch, and the star of your 
god Remphan, figures which ye 
made to worship them: and I will 
carry you away beyond Babylon. 
44 Our fathers had the tabernacle 
of witness in the wilderness, as he 
had appointed, speaking unto 
Moses, that he should make it 
according to the fashion that he 
had seen. 
45 Which also our fathers that 
came after brought in with Jesus 
into the possession of the Gentiles, 
whom God drave out before the 
face of our fathers, unto the days 
of David; 
46 Who found favour before God, 
and desired to find a tabernacle 
for the God of Jacob. 
47 But Solomon built him an house. 
48 Howbeit the most High dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands; 

aannsswweerr:: ffoorr II wwiillll ggiivvee yyoouu aa mmoouutthh aanndd wwiissddoomm,, wwhhiicchh aallll yyoouurr
aaddvveerrssaarriieess sshhaallll nnoott bbee aabbllee ttoo ggaaiinnssaayy nnoorr rreessiisstt”” ((LLuukkee 2211::1122--
1155)).. HHooww mmiigghhttiillyy ddiidd JJeessuuss ccaarrrryy oouutt tthhiiss pprroommiissee iinn SStteepphheenn’’ss
bbeehhaallff aass hhee mmaaddee hhiiss ddeeffeennccee bbeeffoorree tthheessee ccrruueell eenneemmiieess ooff GGoodd!!

TThhee SSccrriippttuurree ssaayyss tthhaatt JJeessuuss ““bbeeffoorree PPoonnttiiuuss PPiillaattee wwiittnneesssseedd
aa ggoooodd ccoonnffeessssiioonn”” ((II TTiimmootthhyy 66::1133)),, aanndd GGoodd eennaabblleedd SStteepphheenn ttoo
ddoo tthhee ssaammee.. AAllll tthhoossee wwhhoo ssaatt iinn tthhee ccoouunncciill,, llooookkiinngg sstteeaaddffaassttllyy
oonn hhiimm,, ssaaww hhiiss ffaaccee aass iitt hhaadd bbeeeenn tthhee ffaaccee ooff aann aannggeell..

SStteepphheenn’’ss DDeeffeennccee
SStteepphheenn’’ss ddeeffeennccee bbeeffoorree tthhee ccoouunncciill iiss aa sseerrmmoonn,, wwhhiicchh aallll

CChhrriissttiiaannss wwoouulldd ddoo wweellll ttoo rreeaadd oofftteenn.. SStteepphheenn eevviiddeennttllyy hhaadd aa
ggrreeaatt uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg ooff GGoodd’’ss ppllaann ffoorr IIssrraaeell,, aanndd hhee sseeeemmss ttoo
hhaavvee bbeeeenn wweellll eedduuccaatteedd iinn tthhee SSccrriippttuurreess.. AAlltthhoouugghh hhiiss aaccccuusseerrss
wweerree mmeenn wwhhoo pprriiddeedd tthheemmsseellvveess oonn tthhee kkeeeeppiinngg ooff tthhee llaaww ooff
GGoodd,, SStteepphheenn ssoo aabbllyy eexxppoouunnddeedd tthhee SSccrriippttuurree ttoo tthheemm tthhaatt hhee
ccoonnvviicctteedd tthheemm ooff bbeeiinngg ddeerreelliicctt iinn tthheeiirr dduuttiieess aanndd oobblliiggaattiioonnss ttoo
GGoodd aanndd HHiiss llaaww.. SStteepphheenn bbrroouugghhtt aann iinnddiiccttmmeenntt aaggaaiinnsstt aallll IIssrraaeell
ffoorr tthheeiirr ccrriimmeess ooff mmaannyy ggeenneerraattiioonnss,, cclliimmaaxxeedd wwiitthh tthheeiirr
ccrruucciiffiixxiioonn ooff CChhrriisstt,, wwhhiicchh wwaass tthhee mmoosstt mmoonnssttrroouuss eevviill aacctt eevveerr
ppeerrppeettrraatteedd.. TThhrroouugghh tthhee wwiissddoomm aanndd gguuiiddaannccee ooff tthhee HHoollyy
GGhhoosstt,, SStteepphheenn eemmpphhaassiizzeedd tthheeiirr iinnddiivviidduuaall gguuiilltt bbyy tthhiiss
iinnddiiccttmmeenntt ooff tthheeiirr ccrriimmeess.. TThhee ttaabblleess wweerree ttuurrnneedd oonn SStteepphheenn’’ss
aaccccuusseerrss,, aanndd tthheeyy ffoouunndd tthheemmsseellvveess aaccccuusseedd bbeeffoorree GGoodd..

TThhiiss bbeeiinngg mmoorree tthhaann tthhee aaccccuusseerrss ccoouulldd eenndduurree,, tthheeyy rruusshheedd
uuppoonn SStteepphheenn ttoo ssttoonnee hhiimm ttoo ddeeaatthh;; wwhheerreeuuppoonn GGoodd ggrraanntteedd ttoo
HHiiss nnoobbllee ssaaiinntt aa gglliimmppssee iinnttoo HHeeaavveenn tthhaatt ppoossssiibbllyy hhaass nneevveerr
bbeeeenn ggrraanntteedd ttoo aa mmoorrttaall ssoouull bbeeffoorree oorr ssiinnccee.. LLooookkiinngg uupp
sstteeaaddffaassttllyy iinnttoo HHeeaavveenn,, SStteepphheenn ssaaww tthhee gglloorryy ooff GGoodd,, aanndd JJeessuuss
ssttaannddiinngg oonn tthhee rriigghhtt hhaanndd ooff GGoodd --–– aann eexxcceeppttiioonnaall aanndd
rreemmaarrkkaabbllee vviissiioonn!! TThhee SSccrriippttuurreess rreeccoorrdd nnoo ootthheerr iinnssttaannccee ooff
JJeessuuss ssttaannddiinngg aatt tthhee rriigghhtt hhaanndd ooff GGoodd..

AAss aa ccoo--rruulleerr aanndd aann eeqquuaall wwiitthh GGoodd tthhee FFaatthheerr,, JJeessuuss wwoouulldd
bbee ssiittttiinngg oonn tthhee rriigghhtt hhaanndd ooff GGoodd,, eevveenn aass HHee ttoolldd tthhee hhiigghh
pprriieesstt HHee wwoouulldd bbee.. ((Matthew 26:64 64 Jesus saith unto him, 
Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see 
the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven.)) MMaajjeessttyy ssiittss eenntthhrroonneedd wwhhiillee aallll ootthheerrss
ssttaanndd bbeeffoorree HHiimm ttoo ppaayy wwoorrsshhiipp aanndd hhoommaaggee.. TThhee iimmpplliiccaattiioonn iinn
tthhiiss ppaassssaaggee ooff SSccrriippttuurree iiss tthhaatt JJeessuuss wwaass ssttaannddiinngg iinn rreessppeecctt
aanndd hhoonnoouurr ttoo tthhiiss ssaaiinntt ooff GGoodd wwhhoo wwaass vvaalliiaannttllyy ddeeffeennddiinngg tthhee
ttrruutthh iinn tthhee ffaaccee ooff tthheessee GGoodd--hhaatteerrss aanndd wwhhoo wwaass aabboouutt ttoo lloossee
hhiiss lliiffee ffoorr hhiiss tteessttiimmoonnyy..

SStteepphheenn’’ss ddeeaatthh aanndd mmaarrttyyrrddoomm ccaauusseedd aa ggrreeaatt ssttiirr iinn tthhee
eeaarrllyy CChhuurrcchh.. TThhee ffoorrttiittuuddee ooff SStteepphheenn,, ccoouupplleedd wwiitthh hhiiss
uunnwwaavveerriinngg ffaaiitthh iinn CChhrriisstt,, aallssoo lleefftt iittss iinnfflluueennccee oonn aa mmaann ccaalllleedd
SSaauull ooff TTaarrssuuss.. SSaauull wwaass ccoonnsseennttiinngg ttoo SStteepphheenn’’ss ddeeaatthh,, aanndd
sseeeemmss ttoo hhaavvee bbeeeenn oonnee ooff tthhee cchhiieeff aaggiittaattoorrss ooff tthhee ccrroowwdd,, wwhhiicchh
ssttoonneedd SStteepphheenn.. TThhee aabbiilliittyy ooff SStteepphheenn ttoo pprraayy ffoorr tthhoossee wwhhoo
wweerree ttaakkiinngg hhiiss lliiffee sseeeemmeedd ttoo iinnffllaammee SSaauull’’ss hhaattrreedd aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee
ddiisscciipplleess ooff JJeessuuss eevveenn mmoorree.. HHee wwaass ssoooonn ttoo iinnssttiiggaattee ssttiillll mmoorree
ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee CChhrriissttiiaannss,, bbuutt,, ffiinnaallllyy,, bbeeccoommee ccoonnvveerrtteedd
ttoo tthhee ffaaiitthh ooff CChhrriisstt..

AAss wwee tthhiinnkk ooff SStteepphheenn iinn tthhiiss ttrryyiinngg hhoouurr,, wwee aarree rreemmiinnddeedd ooff
tthhee pprraayyeerr ooff tthhee PPssaallmmiisstt:: ““TThhoouugghh II wwaallkk iinn tthhee mmiiddsstt ooff
ttrroouubbllee,, tthhoouu wwiilltt rreevviivvee mmee:: tthhoouu sshhaalltt ssttrreettcchh ffoorrtthh tthhiinnee hhaanndd
aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee wwrraatthh ooff mmiinnee eenneemmiieess,, aanndd tthhyy rriigghhtt hhaanndd sshhaallll ssaavvee
mmee.. TThhee LLOORRDD wwiillll ppeerrffeecctt tthhaatt wwhhiicchh ccoonncceerrnneetthh mmee:: tthhyy mmeerrccyy,,
OO LLOORRDD,, eenndduurreetthh ffoorr eevveerr:: ffoorrssaakkee nnoott tthhee wwoorrkkss ooff tthhiinnee oowwnn
hhaannddss”” ((PPssaallmm 113388::77,, 88)).. WWee kknnooww tthhaatt GGoodd ddiidd nnoott ffoorrssaakkee tthhiiss
ssaaiinntt ooff GGoodd..

BBlloooodd ooff tthhee SSaaiinnttss
SStteepphheenn wwaass tthhee ffiirrsstt mmaarrttyyrr ooff tthhee CChhrriissttiiaann ddiissppeennssaattiioonn.. HHee
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as saith the prophet, 
49 Heaven is my throne, and earth 
is my footstool: what house will ye 
build me? saith the Lord: or what 
is the place of my rest? 
50 Hath not my hand made all 
these things? 
51 Ye stiffnecked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do
ye. 
52 Which of the prophets have not 
your fathers persecuted? and they 
have slain them which shewed 
before of the coming of the Just 
One; of whom ye have been now 
the betrayers and murderers: 
53 Who have received the law by 
the disposition of angels, and have 
not kept it. 
54 When they heard these things, 
they were cut to the heart, and 
they gnashed on him with their
teeth. 
55 But he, being full of the Holy 
Ghost, looked up stedfastly into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God, 
56 And said, Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand of 
God. 
57 Then they cried out with a loud 
voice, and stopped their ears, and 
ran upon him with one accord, 
58 And cast him out of the city, and 
stoned him: and the witnesses laid 
down their clothes at a young 
man's feet, whose name was Saul. 
59 And they stoned Stephen, calling 
upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit. 
60 And he kneeled down, and cried 
with a loud voice, Lord, lay not 
this sin to their charge. And when 
he had said this, he fell asleep. 

jjooiinneedd tthhee rraannkkss ooff tthhoossee ffaaiitthhffuull oonneess ooff aallll aaggeess wwhhoo hhaavvee ddaarreedd
ttoo ggiivvee tthheeiirr tteessttiimmoonniieess ttoo aa GGoodd--hhaattiinngg aanndd aa CChhrriisstt--rreejjeeccttiinngg
wwoorrlldd aatt tthhee ccoosstt ooff tthheeiirr eeaarrtthhllyy lliivveess.. TThhee mmeenn wwhhoo rroossee uupp wwiitthh
ssaattaanniicc aannggeerr ttoo mmuurrddeerr SStteepphheenn wweerree nnoott tthhee ffiirrsstt ttoo uussee ssuucchh
mmeetthhooddss.. SSaattaann hhaass bbeeeenn aa mmuurrddeerreerr ffrroomm tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg,, aanndd hhee
ddooeess nnoott hheessiittaattee ttoo aatttteemmpptt ttoo mmuurrddeerr tthhoossee wwhhoo ooppppoossee hhiimm
ttooddaayy..

IInn tthhee vveerryy ffiirrsstt ffaammiillyy uuppoonn eeaarrtthh,, CCaaiinn,, ffuullll ooff jjeeaalloouuss hhaattrreedd
ttoowwaarrdd AAbbeell,, hhiiss oowwnn bbrrootthheerr,, sslleeww hhiimm,, bbeeccaauussee AAbbeell wwaass
aacccceepptteedd ooff GGoodd aanndd hhee wwaass nnoott.. CCaaiinn tthhoouugghhtt hhee wwoouulldd ssiilleennccee
ffoorreevveerr tthhee vvooiiccee ooff GGoodd tthhaatt ssppookkee ttoo hhiimm ooff hhiiss wwrroonnggddooiinngg,, bbyy
kkiilllliinngg hhiiss bbrrootthheerr.. AAbbeell wwaass tthhee eexxaammppllee ooff GGoodd’’ss rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,,
ssoo ffaarr aass CCaaiinn wwaass ccoonncceerrnneedd;; aanndd CCaaiinn tthhoouugghhtt tthhaatt bbyy ggeettttiinngg
rriidd ooff AAbbeell hhee wwoouulldd bbee rriidd ooff aa gguuiillttyy ccoonnsscciieennccee..

““OOuutt ooff ssiigghhtt,, oouutt ooff mmiinndd”” iiss aann oolldd pprriinncciippllee wwiitthh mmeenn,, bbuutt
GGoodd iiss nnoott ssoo eeaassiillyy ppuutt oouutt ooff mmiinndd.. CCaaiinn hhaadd nnoo ssoooonneerr kkiilllleedd hhiiss
bbrrootthheerr tthhaann hhee hheeaarrdd tthhee vvooiiccee ooff GGoodd qquueessttiioonniinngg iinn aann eevveenn
lloouuddeerr ttoonnee,, ““WWhheerree iiss AAbbeell tthhyy bbrrootthheerr??”” CCaaiinn ddiissccoovveerreedd tthhaatt
oonnee ccaannnnoott hhiiddee ffrroomm aann eevviill ccoonnsscciieennccee nnoorr ffrroomm tthhee aallll--sseeeeiinngg
eeyyee ooff GGoodd.. TThhee PPssaallmmiisstt aappttllyy eexxpprreesssseedd tthhiiss tthhoouugghhtt mmaannyy
ggeenneerraattiioonnss llaatteerr:: ““WWhhiitthheerr sshhaallll II ggoo ffrroomm tthhyy ssppiirriitt?? OOrr wwhhiitthheerr
sshhaallll II fflleeee ffrroomm tthhyy pprreesseennccee?? IIff II aasscceenndd uupp iinnttoo hheeaavveenn,, tthhoouu
aarrtt tthheerree:: .. .. .. IIff II ttaakkee tthhee wwiinnggss ooff tthhee mmoorrnniinngg,, aanndd ddwweellll iinn tthhee
uutttteerrmmoosstt ppaarrttss ooff tthhee sseeaa;; eevveenn tthheerree sshhaallll tthhyy hhaanndd lleeaadd mmee,,
aanndd tthhyy rriigghhtt hhaanndd sshhaallll hhoolldd mmee.. IIff II ssaayy,, SSuurreellyy tthhee ddaarrkknneessss
sshhaallll ccoovveerr mmee;; eevveenn tthhee nniigghhtt sshhaallll bbee lliigghhtt aabboouutt mmee.. YYeeaa,, tthhee
ddaarrkknneessss hhiiddeetthh nnoott ffrroomm tthheeee;; bbuutt tthhee nniigghhtt sshhiinneetthh aass tthhee ddaayy::
tthhee ddaarrkknneessss aanndd tthhee lliigghhtt aarree bbootthh aalliikkee ttoo tthheeee”” ((PPssaallmm 113399::77--
1122))..

TThhee uunnccoonnffeesssseedd ssiinnss ooff aaggeess ppaasstt,, aanndd tthhee gguuiilltt ooff
bbllooooddssttaaiinneedd hhaannddss ooff aallll mmuurrddeerreerrss ooff aallll ggeenneerraattiioonnss,, wwiillll nnoott
rreemmaaiinn hhiiddddeenn bbeehhiinndd tthhee mmaarrttyyrr ggrraavveess ooff tthhoossee ggrreeaatt mmeenn aanndd
wwoommeenn wwhhoo hhaavvee ddaarreedd ttoo pprreeaacchh tthhee ttrruutthh ooff GGoodd.. WWhheenn mmeenn
rriissee uupp iinn hheelllliisshh ffuurryy aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee ssaaiinnttss ooff GGoodd,, tthheeyy nneeeedd ttoo
rreemmeemmbbeerr tthhaatt tthheeyy aallssoo rriissee uupp aaggaaiinnsstt GGoodd’’ss oowwnn SSoonn.. JJeessuuss
ssaaiidd:: ““IIff tthhee wwoorrlldd hhaattee yyoouu,, yyee kknnooww tthhaatt iitt hhaatteedd mmee bbeeffoorree iitt
hhaatteedd yyoouu.. .. .. .. IIff II hhaadd nnoott ccoommee aanndd ssppookkeenn uunnttoo tthheemm,, tthheeyy hhaadd
nnoott hhaadd ssiinn:: bbuutt nnooww tthheeyy hhaavvee nnoo ccllookkee ffoorr tthheeiirr ssiinnss.. HHee tthhaatt
hhaatteetthh mmee hhaatteetthh mmyy ffaatthheerr aallssoo”” ((JJoohhnn 1155::1188,, 2222,, 2233))..

TThhee BBiibbllee tteellllss uuss tthhaatt tthhee ssaaiinntt ooff GGoodd bbeeaarrss tthhee iimmaaggee ooff
CChhrriisstt.. ((Ephesians 4:24 24 And that ye put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
Colossians 3:10 10 And have put on the new man, which is 
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him))
HHooppiinngg ttoo bblloott oouutt aallll rreemmeemmbbrraannccee aanndd ssiigghhtt ooff tthhaatt hhaatteedd iimmaaggee
ooff tthhee rriigghhtteeoouuss CChhrriisstt --–– aass tthheeyy sseeee iitt iinn tthhee lliiffee ooff tthhee ssaaiinnttss ooff
GGoodd --–– tthhee wwiicckkeedd sseeeekk ttoo ddeessttrrooyy tthhee ssaaiinnttss,, oonnllyy ttoo ddiissccoovveerr bbyy
tthheeiirr gguuiillttyy ccoonnsscciieenncceess tthhaatt tthheeyy aarree tthheenn mmoorree ccoonnddeemmnneedd tthhaann
bbeeffoorree..

CCuupp ooff IInniiqquuiittyy
AAtt tthhee pprrooppeerr ttiimmee GGoodd wwiillll pprreesseenntt ttoo aa CChhrriisstt--rreejjeeccttiinngg wwoorrlldd,,

ffuullll,, ffiinnaall,, aanndd iirrrreeffuuttaabbllee eevviiddeennccee ooff tthheeiirr ccrriimmeess aanndd mmuurrddeerrss..
TThhiiss eevviiddeennccee wwiillll bbee tthhee ffiinnaall pprrooooff ooff mmaann’’ss iinnnnaattee ssiinnffuullnneessss aanndd
ccoommpplleettee ddeepprraavviittyy wwiitthhoouutt CChhrriisstt.. PPeerrhhaappss tthhiiss iiss ppaarrtt ooff tthhee
rreeaassoonn GGoodd ppeerrmmiittss HHiiss ssaaiinnttss ttoo bbee mmaarrttyyrreedd.. JJeessuuss ttoolldd ssoommee
ppeerrsseeccuuttoorrss iinn HHiiss ddaayy:: ““YYee sseerrppeennttss,, yyee ggeenneerraattiioonn ooff vviippeerrss,,
hhooww ccaann yyee eessccaappee tthhee ddaammnnaattiioonn ooff hheellll?? WWhheerreeffoorree,, bbeehhoolldd,, II
sseenndd uunnttoo yyoouu pprroopphheettss,, aanndd wwiissee mmeenn,, aanndd ssccrriibbeess:: aanndd ssoommee ooff
tthheemm yyee sshhaallll kkiillll aanndd ccrruucciiffyy;; aanndd ssoommee ooff tthheemm sshhaallll yyee ssccoouurrggee
iinn yyoouurr ssyynnaaggoogguueess,, aanndd ppeerrsseeccuuttee tthheemm ffrroomm cciittyy ttoo cciittyy:: tthhaatt
uuppoonn yyoouu mmaayy ccoommee aallll tthhee rriigghhtteeoouuss bblloooodd sshheedd uuppoonn tthhee eeaarrtthh,,
ffrroomm tthhee bblloooodd ooff rriigghhtteeoouuss AAbbeell uunnttoo tthhee bblloooodd ooff ZZaacchhaarriiaass ssoonn
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ooff BBaarraacchhiiaass,, wwhhoomm yyee sslleeww bbeettwweeeenn tthhee tteemmppllee aanndd tthhee aallttaarr””
((MMaatttthheeww 2233::3333--3355))..

SStteepphheenn ddiidd nnoott hheessiittaattee ttoo pprreeaacchh CChhrriisstt,, rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss,, aanndd
ssaallvvaattiioonn ffrroomm ssiinn.. TThhee CChhrriisstt--hhaatteerrss,, ssttuunngg ttoo ffuurryy bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy
ccoouulldd nnoott rreeffuuttee SStteepphheenn’’ss aaccccuussaattiioonnss aanndd ddeennuunncciiaattiioonnss ooff tthheeiirr
eevviill ddeeeeddss,, kkiilllleedd hhiimm ttoo ssiilleennccee hhiimm.. SStteepphheenn ddiidd nnoott ggoo
uunnaavveennggeedd lloonngg,, bbeeccaauussee tthhee jjuuddggmmeenntt ooff GGoodd bbeeggaann ttoo ffaallll uuppoonn
tthhee JJeewwss ooff tthhaatt ggeenneerraattiioonn wwiitthh tteerrrriibbllee ffuurryy.. TThhee ddeessttrruuccttiioonn ooff
JJeerruussaalleemm bbyy tthhee RRoommaann aarrmmiieess mmaarrkkeedd tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg ooff tthhee
ffuullffiillmmeenntt ooff tthhee pprroopphheeccyy ooff JJeessuuss ccoonncceerrnniinngg tthhee jjuuddggmmeenntt ttoo
ccoommee.. TThhaatt jjuuddggmmeenntt hhaass ffaalllleenn wwiitthh tteerrrriibbllee eexxaaccttnneessss aanndd ffuurryy
uuppoonn tthhee JJeewwss uunnttiill tthhiiss vveerryy ddaayy.. YYeett iitt hhaass nnoott rreeaacchheedd iittss
cclliimmaaxx,, aanndd wwiillll nnoott uunnttiill tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee GGrreeaatt TTrriibbuullaattiioonn,,
bbeeccaauussee ooff tthhee ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss rreejjeeccttiioonn ooff JJeessuuss CChhrriisstt aass tthheeiirr
MMeessssiiaahh aanndd ccoommiinngg KKiinngg..

EEvveenn iinn oouurr pprreesseenntt ddaayy wwee sseeee iinn ootthheerr ccoouunnttrriieess tthhee ccrruueell
ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonnss ooff aallll wwhhoo pprrooffeessss CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy.. IItt iiss eessttiimmaatteedd tthhaatt
mmoorree ppeeooppllee hhaavvee bbeeeenn ssllaauugghhtteerreedd iinn rreecceenntt yyeeaarrss bbeeccaauussee ooff
tthheeiirr bbeelliieeff iinn CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy tthhaann iinn aallll ootthheerr aaggeess.. MMiilllliioonnss hhaavvee
bbeeeenn kkiilllleedd iinn rreecceenntt yyeeaarrss iinn CChhiinnaa aanndd KKoorreeaa aalloonnee.. TThhee ddaayy ooff
mmaarrttyyrrddoomm iiss nnoott yyeett ppaasstt,, aanndd tthhee ssaaiinnttss ooff GGoodd mmuusstt bbee eevveerr
rreeaaddyy ttoo sseeaall tthheeiirr tteessttiimmoonnyy wwiitthh tthheeiirr bblloooodd,, iiff nneeeedd bbee.. JJeessuuss
ssaaiidd:: ““TThhee sseerrvvaanntt iiss nnoott ggrreeaatteerr tthhaann hhiiss lloorrdd.. IIff tthheeyy hhaavvee
ppeerrsseeccuutteedd mmee,, tthheeyy wwiillll aallssoo ppeerrsseeccuuttee yyoouu”” ((JJoohhnn 1155::2200)).. HHee
aallssoo ssaaiidd,, ““BBee tthhoouu ffaaiitthhffuull uunnttoo ddeeaatthh,, aanndd II wwiillll ggiivvee tthheeee aa
ccrroowwnn ooff lliiffee”” ((RReevveellaattiioonn 22::1100))..

JJeessuuss ssaaiidd tthhaatt wwhhoossooeevveerr wwoouulldd lloossee hhiiss lliiffee ffoorr HHiiss ssaakkee aanndd
tthhee GGoossppeell’’ss wwoouulldd aaccttuuaallllyy ssaavvee hhiiss lliiffee.. SStteepphheenn lloosstt hhiiss eeaarrtthhllyy
lliiffee bbyy hhiiss ppeerrssiisstteenntt pprreeaacchhiinngg ooff tthhee GGoossppeell,, bbuutt hhee ffoouunndd eetteerrnnaall
lliiffee iinnsstteeaadd.. AAtt tthhee hhoouurr ooff ggrreeaatt nneeeedd hhee wwaass aabbllee ttoo sseeee ddiirreeccttllyy
iinnttoo HHeeaavveenn iittsseellff,, aanndd tthheenn wwaass uusshheerreedd iinnttoo tthhee vveerryy pprreesseennccee
ooff GGoodd.. TThhee pprroommiissee ooff GGoodd ttoo aallll iiss tthhaatt tthhoouugghh wwee lloossee oouurr lliiffee
ffoorr tthhee GGoossppeell’’ss ssaakkee wwee sshhaallll ffiinndd iitt.. OOuurrss wwiillll bbee tthhaatt lliiffee wwhhiicchh
hhaass nnoo eenndd..

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. WWhhyy ddiidd mmeenn hhaattee SStteepphheenn??
22.. WWhhoo hheellppeedd SStteepphheenn iinn hhiiss ttrriiaall??
33.. HHooww ddiidd iitt hhaappppeenn tthhaatt SStteepphheenn’’ss aaccccuusseerrss bbeeccaammee aaccccuusseedd

tthheemmsseellvveess bbeeffoorree GGoodd??
44.. WWhhyy ddiidd GGoodd ggrraanntt SStteepphheenn aa vviissiioonn ooff tthhee gglloorriiffiieedd CChhrriisstt

dduurriinngg tthhee ttrriiaall??
55.. WWhhyy ddiidd tthhee mmeenn wwhhoo lliisstteenneedd ttoo SStteepphheenn kkiillll hhiimm??
66.. WWhhyy ddoo wwiicckkeedd mmeenn ddeessiirree ttoo kkiillll CChhrriissttiiaannss??
77.. WWhhyy aarree ppeeooppllee mmaarrttyyrreedd iinn tthhiiss pprreesseenntt ggeenneerraattiioonn??


